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ADDRESS OF WELCOME.* 

By CHARLES W. ELIOT, LL. D., 
president of harvard university, cambridge, mass. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of 
the Association : I bid you a very hearty welcome to Har- 
vard University for this your convention, and I am sure that 
there is no seat of learning in America which can give you a 
more sympathetic welcome, and none which may more properly 
receive the honor of your presence. 

It was in 1816 that the first professorship of Modern Lan- 
guages in America was founded, and founded here, — the Smith 
Professorship of French and Spanish, — and this professorship 
at once took rank with all the other professorships of this insti- 
tution. I think we shall agree that no other chair in America, 
no matter what the subject, has ever had such a series of incum- 
bents as this chair of Modern Languages. It was first held by 
George Ticknor, next by Henry Wadsworth Longfel- 
low, and lastly by the President of the Association, who has 
just addressed you. From the moment that chair was founded, 
modern languages had an equal place with all subjects of teach- 
ing and research in this university. 

In the later development of this institution, since the civil 
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war, the modern languages have had their full share. Indeed, 
since they had not earlier received a development corresponding 
to that of Latin and Greek, Mathematics and the other ancient 
subjects of academic study, they have needed during the last 
twenty years a larger development than the traditional subjects. 
So we at once added a full professorship of French, soon a full 
professorship of German, and later a full professorship of Italian 
and Spanish. Our present staff in these subjects is large and 
vigorous. 

One of the chief objects of your association has been the pro- 
motion of English. Now I do not know any other University 
in which a gentleman who was subsequently President of the 
United States held the chair of English ; but the Boylston pro- 
fessorship of rhetoric and oratory in this University was first 
held by John Quincy Adams; later it was long held, by 
that eminent scholar Professor Child, who was subsequently 
transferred to the chair of English when that additional chair 
was established. Our present staff in English consists of two 
professors, two assistant professors, seven instructors, and two 
assistants — almost enough to make the whole college faculty 
of twenty-five years ago — and when to these we add our staff 
in the other modern languages, — two professors, seven as- 
sistant professors, and one instructor — we justify the statement 
that the subjects in which you are interested — teaching and 
research in modern languages — are adequately represented 
here. 

I observe that your association has taken great interest in the 
question of promoting the study of English and the other mod- 
ern languages in the secondary schools ; and there, I believe, 
we have deserved your approbation. It was in 1874 that we 
established, for the first time, an examination in English for 
admission to Harvard College ; and that examination has since 
been adopted by all the other New England colleges, save one, 
and by some universities and colleges in other parts of the 
country. In the next year, 1875, we established, for the first 
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time with us, the examination for admission in French or Ger- 
man, which I am sure you consider a considerable step towards 
the proper recognition of French and German in the secondary 
schools. But it was only in 1887, that we took here a step which 
I trust may yet be taken by many American institutions ; namely, 
the putting of advanced examinations in French and German 
upon a par with advanced examinations in Latin, Greek, Mathe- 
matics and all other subjects, at the admission examination. We 
require, for admission to Harvard College, besides a knowledge 
of certain elementary subjects, the passing of examinations in 
at least two advanced subjects. Now the advanced subjects used 
to be with us, as in most other American institutions, only Latin 
Greek and Mathematics ; but in 1887 we put French and Ger- 
man on a perfect equality with the ancient subjects ; and now 
any candidate for admission may present as advanced subjects, 
French and German, if he chooses, as well as Latin and Greek, 
or Latin and Mathematics, or Mathematics and Science ; and I 
submit to you that this is a considerable step towards the intro- 
duction of advanced teaching of these languages into the sec- 
ondary schools. At our last examination for admission, eighty- 
four persons presented the advanced French for admission, and 
forty-three presented the advanced German ; and as this institu- 
tion is supplied with students from a very large number of 
schools scattered all over the country the presentation of 
advanced German and advanced French by so considerable a 
number of candidates proves that this instruction is already to 
be had in a fair number of schools in this country. I see with 
great pleasure that you are to discuss at this meeting, the means 
of still further spreading in American schools, thorough instruc- 
tion in these languages. 

I shall not detain you longer from the principal address of the 
evening ; but let me say that I hope to have the pleasure of 
receiving all the members of the association tonight at my 
house, after the close of this meeting, and further, that on Friday 
and Saturday, the President and Fellows of Harvard College 
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invite all the members of the Association to lunch with them at 
Memorial Hall, a building which I am sure you will be inter- 
ested to see. I trust also that during your stay in Cambridge 
you will not hesitate to ask for guidance to anything in or near 
the University you wish to examine. 

I regret very much that our classes are not in session ; but all 
our collections, our observatory and our library, are open to 
your inspection. 

Let me say again, ladies and gentlemen, that you are most 
heartily welcome to Harvard University. 



